Descriptive Writing Passage

While reading Gary Paulsen’s book, Hatchet, you have discovered that his writing is very unique.  He uses multitudes of descriptive and figurative language.  As a way to take a deeper look into these techniques and devices, we have had several lessons on descriptive and figurative language using excerpts from the book.  Now it is time to create a passage of our own.  You will pretend that you are Gary Paulsen writing the novel, Hatchet.  You will write a descriptive passage that would be in your book.  
Directions/Procedures:  

1. You will write a 3 paragraph passage using the following descriptive and figurative language devices:  Imagery, Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia, Hyperbole, and Repetition
a. Use the examples from Hatchet that we covered to help you.  It does not matter how you use these in your passage or where you put them, as long as you have one of each.    

2. You will imagine that you are in the wilderness alone, just as Brian was, and you have an encounter with a wild animal.    
a. It may be humorous, scary, or even a blessing.

3. Your first paragraph will be describing what led up to your “meeting”.  
a. Where were you?  Describe your setting in detail.  

b. What were you doing?  

c. Describe your surroundings.

4. Your second paragraph will be about what happens when you come across this animal.  
a. How do you come across it?  
b. What does it look like?  
c. Does it attack you?  
d. Does it help you in your survival (show you where food or a shelter is)?  
e. Do you kill it, how?  
f. Does it become your pet?

5. Your third paragraph will describe how your encounter ends.  Here, you want to try to leave the reader hanging.  Remember that if this was in a book, you would want to grab the reader’s attention and keep them interested so that they would want to read more.  However, you also want to tie up any loose ends.  While trying to leave the reader interested, you don’t want to leave them confused.   
a. Do you eat the animal, if so, how do you cook it?  
b. Do you take it back to your shelter?  
c. Do you escape from it?  Does it escape from you?
6. Throughout your passage, your writing should display “show not tell” techniques that paint a picture in the reader’s mind of your encounter with this animal. 

7. You will need to keep the same point of view (first person, second person, third person) throughout the passage.  

8. You will use one of each devices of descriptive and figurative language throughout your passage.  
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Descriptive Writing Rubric

(45 Points)

1. Your passage contains 3 paragraphs that follow the following format:

a. Your first paragraph will be describing what led up to your “meeting”. (5pts)  

b. Your second paragraph will be about what happens when you come across this animal. (5pts)

c. Your third paragraph will describe how your encounter ends. (5pts)  

2. Your passage contains at least one of the following devices of descriptive/figurative language (16):

a. Simile (2pts)

b. Metaphor (2pts)

c. Personification (2pts)

d. Imagery (2pts)

e. Repetition (2pts)

f. Onomatopoeia (2pts)

g. Hyperbole (2pts)

h. Alliteration (2pts)

3. Your passage must have the same point of view throughout. (4pts)

4. Your passage does not contain more than 5 spelling or grammatical errors. (5pts)

5. Your passage contains a minimum of five vocabulary words that you have learned from any of the three units of Hatchet.  (5pts)
6. You’ve created a comic strip to represent your passage (10pts).

a. Four illustrations are drawn that represent each of your paragraphs (4pts).

b. Each illustration contains a caption that describes it (4pts)

c. Illustrations are completely colored and show effort and thought (2pts)

